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Mulkear River Fishery 
Partnership 
C/O Shannon Regional 
Fisheries Board  
Ashbourne Business 
Park  
Dock Road  
Limerick  
 
Tel: 061300238 
Email: info@shrfb.com 
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The Mulkear River Fishery Partnership has issued this 
newsletter to provide anglers with an update of what is 
happening on the Fishery.    

Several Partnership meetings were held throughout 2008 
and the dedication of the four groups attending regular 
meetings demonstrates the commitment which is there to 
ensure that the Partnership succeeds. 

 2008 was an excellent year both for angling and 
infrastructural improvements, with work commencing on a 
number of projects. The Mulkear River will again re-open to 
salmon and trout angling in 2009 on March 1st  

The Partnership has a programme of projects to complete 
during 2009 to enhance the fishery and manage sustainable 
the angling.  

. 
To continue these improvements the Partnership will require the assistance of the anglers 
fishing our waters. Suggestions on improvements, assistance with improvements, reporting of 
breaches of Partnership rules are very welcome.  

We would also appreciate your comments on the Newsletter and items which you would like 
to be included in the future issues 
 
We would like to thank all those who assisted the Partnership and River during the year 
without your help, including the local land owners, our task would be much more difficult.   

The Partnership wishes you tight lines and looks forward to providing sustainable and 
pleasurable angling in 2009  
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�One of the main objectives on the Mulkear Fishery Partnership’s during 2008 was to 
improve the existing styles and foot bridges along the Mulkear, this led to 10 foot bridges 
and 13 styles being installed from the Meetings down to the weir in Ballyclough both ESB 
Fisheries and Shannon Regional Fisheries Board staff being involved in the installation and 
great credit is due to them for the fine work.  

New signage post’s were also erected in key areas with rules and regulation signs attached 
and also in area’s in which fishing is not allowed namely the Weir at Ballyclough, Newport 
Water Works, Rockvale Bridge, and in between the old bridge and Annacotty weir from the 
1st of June. 

Further styles are planned upstream of 
the meetings towards Abington bridge and 
a plan is being drawn up for work to be 
carried out in 2009.  

All recommendations for improvement are 
welcome and should be brought to the 
attention of members to the Partnership.  
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A brochure has been 
printed which gives a 
short background to The 
Mulkear Partnership and 
will help in publicising the 
Mulkear and creating 
awareness about the rules 
and regulations on the 
fishery. A further map 
brochure will be produced 
in 2009   which will display 
pool names and further
detailed information on the 
fishery. 
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Why not catch onto catch 

and release and help 
improve fish stocks even 

further for future 
generations. 

 
A specially commissioned 
badge is available to all 
anglers who released 

salmon in the Shannon 
region during the fishing 

season. 
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The Mulkear is one of only two rivers opened for wild salmon in the Shannon 
Region.  The river is open based on scientific advice and management measures
in place.  The conservation limit for the Mulkear is estimated at 6284 salmon.  This 
means that salmon over this can be harvested by anglers.  Each year there is a 
TAC (total allowable catch) allocated to the river.  For 2009 the TAC is 1244 fish, 
which is down on 2008 figures but this TAC is based on a many variables such as 
angling returns, survey results, and fish counter stats.  The reported catch on the 
Mulkear for 2007 was 367 and in 2006 was 196 salmon.  Currently logbooks are 
being collated but indications are that catches are increased in 2008 and that 
salmon numbers returning to the River are in a good state despite the drop in 
numbers nationally. We hope that all parties continue working together so the 
Mulkear can continue to maintain this stock. 
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Unfortunately during high 
floods in 2008 cabling came 
away from the fish counter 
and it was not operational for 
a number of months.  
However this is now fixed and 
a new system of cabling and 
CCTVsystem installed which 
should prevent the problem 
happening into the future  

Year Fish up 
2008 3392* 
2007 11708 
2006 4277 

 

There was good compliance to the rules and regulation on the fishery in 2008 
with regular patrols carried out 24/7.  Reports received were investigated with 
some yielding good results.  Court action is being taken regarding illegal activity 
during the spawning season and during the summer there were 3 On the Spot 
fines issued on the fishery. Checks on Permit and State licences demonstrated a 
very high compliance.   

During the spawning season day and night patrols were undertaken focusing 
mainly on the spawning tributaries as fish began to move further into the upper 
reaches of the system.  Low water levels have meant that it has been possible to 
count a good number of redds this winter, which again shows the good status of 
the salmon stock in the Mulkear. 

The Partnership has introduced new angling regulations which will be enforced 
this season and a new leaflet detailing them is available. We request all anglers 
to abide by them for the better management of the fishery and report breaches 
where they occur.   

Reports on illegal Activity are always welcome and dealt with in strict 
confidence . 
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